
Mike Heidemann  Distinguished Service Award 

Special edition for Mike and éé. 

Read to the end for a peak at our 2019 conference . Stay tuned for more  information to 

come,   

Time to  restructure your department ?   

Aircraft Firefighting   

Task Force 4209 Battling the Camp Fire  

New FF  License Plates   

 is your  Christmas  Tree  Safe  

Visitors From Japan 



Mike Heidemann was in attendance with his wife Wendy  

when he received the 2018 Distinguished  Service Award 

at the 2018 FF Memorial in Carson City the morning of 

Oct 13. 

As all firefighters, Volunteer or career know, how involved 

our partners in life are in supporting us in what we do.  

As you read on of Mikeõs accomplishments  and commit-

ment to the fire service you will know he could not have 

accomplished all he does without the support of Wendy. 





        To: Nevada Firefighter Memorial Board 

        Fr: Mark Flesher  

        Re: Michael Heidemann Nomination of the Distinguished Service  

 Selection Committee ð as President of the Nevada State Firefighters As-

sociation, on behalf of the Board of Directors, please except this docu-

ment nominating Michael Heidemann to be recognized for his continued 

service to the Nevada Fire Service. 

 Innovations in firefighting techniques, training, equipment, historic 

preservation or documentation of the fire heritage of Nevada ð1, As Co-

Chair of the National Volunteer Fire Council Health, Safety and Training 

Committee Mike co-developed the B.E.S.T. (Behavior, Equipment, Safety 

and Training) program as part of a grant from the Motorola Foundation. He 

has delivered this program to several state associations across the coun-

try to promote this important concept. 2, Mike has constructed a scrap-

book encompassing the history of the Nevada State Firefighters Associa-

tion since itõsõ inception in 1935. In addition he has researched all Past 

Presidents of the association which he had made into a plaque recogniz-

ing them which is housed at the Nevada State Fire Marshal Division in Car-

son City. 3, as an adjunct instructor for the SFMO he continues to deliver 

best practices to Nevada fire departments, in particularly to rural areas.4, 

He has designed and facilitated many multi-jurisdictional trainings includ-

ing full scale drills with the Nevada Department of Emergency Manage-

ment. 

 Key role in fire service legislation ð Mike has served as an unpaid 

lobbyist for the NSFA since 2009 and was successful in amending 

NRS617.457 to include volunteer firefighters age 50 and over to be includ-

ed in the benefits of this chapter. He also was able to amend NRS286.520 

which exempts volunteer firefighters from the critical labor shortage provi-

sions and allows them to continue to volunteer upon retirement from pub-

lic employment. In 2016 Mike addressed the obstacles for firefighters to 

obtain the required òFó endorsement for operating department vehicles 

over 26,000lbs. And was able to change NAC483.110 to allow local de-

partments to certify their operators and eliminate the third party certifier 

requirement for fire departments. 



Served on statewide/national committees involved in de-

veloping fire service standards, codes, legislation etc. ð In 

addition to representing the fire service at the Nevada Leg-

islature, Mike serves on the NVFC Health, Safety and Train-

ing committee, where he was instrumental in developing 

such initiatives as the Heart Health Firefighter and Share 

the Load programs and most recently input on the White 

Paper to develop the National Fire Fighter Cancer Registry. 

As a member of the NVFC Legislative Committee, he has 

been involved with efforts to continue to support funding 

for the Assistance to Firefighters grant programs as well as 

tax initiative to help recruit and retain volunteer firefight-

ers. He has represented Nevada on the NVFC since Sep-

tember 2001. Mike has also been appointed by both Gov-

ernors Kenny Guinn and Jim Gibbons to serve on the Neva-

da Emergency Medical Services Advisory Board. He cur-

rently serves on the Nevada Hazard Mitigation Sub-

Committee and the Nevada Intrastate Mutual Aid Commit-

tee. Mike also serves on the Advisory Board for the Fire-

ShowsWest Education and Training Conference held in Re-

no each year as well as Safety Officer for the Great Reno 

Balloon Races held in Reno each September. 

 Community service outside of the fire service ð Mike has 

always been involved in his community whether it be 

sports or service organizations. 

 



                                          Biography ð Michael Heidemann 

   Mike graduated from Pershing county High School in 1975. 

Mike moved to Reno and married his wife Wendy in June of 

1979. They are the proud parents of two children Joshua and 

Paige. He returned to Lovelock in 1982 to work for Pershing 

County School District, where he retired from in March 2007 

as the facilities engineer and maintenance supervisor. Mike 

then went to work for the Hawthorne Army Depot Fire Depart-

ment in 2008 where he held the position of Training Officer/

EMS Coordinator and later Assistant Fire Chief until he re-

tired again in February 2017. He was approached by a few 

colleagues to consider a position in Emergency Management 

for Churchill County. Mike accepted the Churchill County 

Emergency Manager position February 2017 in time to assist 

in the òHigh Water 17ó spring thaw event and implement 

some strategies to avoid flooding in the City of Fallon. He is 

still currently employed in this position. In addition, he is also 

employed as an adjunct instructor for the Nevada State Fire 

Marshal Training Division and is contracted as part of the 

Command Staff and Fire Chief for the annual Burning Man 

event held each year in the Black Rock Desert. 

  Mike has always been community minded and has held 

many positions in Lovelock. In December 1988 he joined the 

Lovelock Volunteer Fire Department and found his true pas-

sion. Mike has held positions such as Captain, Safety Officer 

and EMS Coordinator for LVFD. He attended many meetings 

of the Nevada State Firefighters Association and was ap-

pointed Secretary in 1999, a position that transitioned in to 

the Executive Director, which he still holds today.  



Attached is a list of positions and acknowledgments of Mikeõs career:  

 History of Accomplishments ð Michael Heidemann 

 

¶ President Lovelock Little League ð 1987-1992  

¶ President Lovelock Eagles Aerie #1557 ð 1992  

¶ Co-Chair Lovelock Frontier Days Committee-1992-1997  

¶ AYSO Soccer referee ð 1985-1992  

¶ Basketball coach Lovelock Middle School 1993-2000  

¶ Baseball coach Pershing County High School -1996-1999  

¶ Pershing County Emergency Medical Services Coordinator 2000-

2007 

¶ Nevada EMS Advisory Committee 2004-2007/2009 -2013  

¶ Dave Drew Fire Instructor of the Year 2004 & 2013 

¶ DoD/Hawthorne Army Depot Fire Officer of the Year 2016 

¶ Nevada Hazards Mitigation Sub-Committee ð Currently serving 

¶ Nevada Intra-state Mutual Aid Committee ð Currently serving 

¶ Nevada State Firefighters Assn. Secretary/Executive Directorð1999

-Present 

FireShowsWest Advisory Board ð Presently serving 

 

                                     Qualifications/Certifications: 

Å ICS 100,200,300,400,700 and 800 levels 

Å NFPA Firefighter I and Firefighter II 

Å National Fire Academy Fire Safety Officer Trainer 

Å National Fire Academy Q-318 Fire Service Supervision Certifica-

tion 



Planning Certification 

Å Emergency Management Institute (FEMA) Exercise Evalu-

ation and Improvement Planning Certification 

Å Emergency Management Institute (FEMA) Emergency 

Manager Certification 

Å Emergency Management Institute (FEMA) Developing 

and Managing Volunteers 

Å Emergency Management Institute (FEMA) Public Infor-

mation Officer 

Å Emergency Management Institute (FEMA) Threat and 

Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment 

Å Lead Evaluator for Nevada State Fire Marshal Division 

Å Adjunct Instructor Nevada State Fire Marshal Office 

Å Nevada Threat Analysis Center Intermediate Terrorism Li-

aison Officer ð Department of Homeland Security 

Å NFPA Hazardous Materials Awareness, Operations, Tech-

nician and Hazmat Incident  



Command levels 

Å Fire Instructor I and Fire Instructor II - Fire Service Master 

Instructor III 

Å NFPA/DoD/IFSAC  Fire Inspector I&II 

Å NFPA Fire Officer I and Fire Officer II 

Å NFPA Driver Operator 

Å Emergency Medical Technician Intermediate/Advanced 

Å Current OSHA 30 Certification   

Å Emergency Medical Instructor  

Å CFCA Emergency Medical Services Specialist 

Å Weapons of Mass Destruction Instructor 

Å National Fire Academy Arson Detection 

Å National Fire Academy Leadership I, II and III levels 

Å Nevada Hazardous Materials and Uniform Fire Code Certifi-

cation 

Å Appointed by Governors Guinn, Gibbons and Nevada Health 

Division as member of Nevada Emergency Medical Services 

Committee 

Å Executive Director - Nevada State Firefightersõ Association 

Å Nevada Director - National Volunteer Fire Council      



 

 
 

Steve McClintock sent a link to a great article on the Califor-

nia Camp Fire.  Click on the link to open and read the entire 

story. 

 

My department that I am the Chief of (Mi Wuk Sugar Pine 

Fire Protection District ) is actually interviewed. It shows 

some issues that they and the rest of the Strike Team went 

through.  

  

http://www.uniondemocrat.com/localnews/6708952 -151/

task-force-4209-tuolumne-county-firefighters-battle-the 

Steve McClintock 

http://www.uniondemocrat.com/localnews/6708952-151/task-force-4209-tuolumne-county-firefighters-battle-the
http://www.uniondemocrat.com/localnews/6708952-151/task-force-4209-tuolumne-county-firefighters-battle-the


Not  exactly sure who gets the credit for 

authoring this but I am sure who ever 

originally wrote this will not mind it be-

ing included in your Pumper. 
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aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀŦŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ 
aŀǊƪ CƭŜǎƘŜǊ 


